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[54] Invention Title: Method for preparing Ag 
catalyst for ethylene epoxidation 



[57] Abstract 

The invention refers to a process for preparing silver 
catalyst used for epoxidizing ethylene. It mainly 
solves the defects located at Ag catalysts made by 
previous preparative technologies, i.e., those catalysts 
having no high enough activity yet. In the invention 
alpha-alumina is treated as carrier by the solution or 
gas of alkaline substance. The amount of alkaline 
substance is 0.01 ~ 500% by weight percentage of the 
carrier, with treatment temperature of 30 ~ 800 °C and 
treatment duration of 1 ~ 30 hours. The carrier treated 
with alkaline substance is washed with water until it 
becomes neutral, drying to obtain carrier, and carrying 
silver and at least one kind of assistant chosen from S, 
Re, Mo, W, Ni, alkali metal, and alkali-earth metal. 
The loading amount of Ag is 5 ~ 40% of catalyst 
weight as counted by Ag, and the loading amount of 
assistant is 0.001 ~ 1% of catalyst weight as counted 
by element weight. The Ag catalyst prepared in the 
invention for production of EO has the advantages of 
low reaction temp, high activity and high selectivity at 
the same time. It can be used in industrial production 
of Ag catalyst for EO production. 
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Claims 



1 . A kind of preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation includes the following steps: 

a) With a-Al 2 0 3 as carrier, the carrier amount is 60 ~ 94% of catalyst weight. 

b) The carrier is treated by the solution or gas of alkaline substance. The amount of alkaline substance accounts 
for 0.01 ~ 500% by weight percentage of the carrier, with treatment temperature of 30 ~ 800 °C and treatment 
duration of 1 ~ 30 hours. The carrier treated with alkaline substance is washed with water until it becomes 
neutral, drying to obtain carrier of Ag catalyst. 

c) Ag is loaded to the carrier obtained in step b), with the loading amount of Ag accounting for 5 ~ 40% of 
catalyst weight as counted by Ag. 

d) Assistant catalyst is loaded before, during or after the Ag loading, and the assistant catalyst can be one or a 
mixture of which are chosen from S, Re, Mo, W, Ni, alkali metal, and alkali-earth metal. The loading amount 
of assistant is 0.001 ~ 1% of catalyst weight as counted by element weight. 

2. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 1, wherein the 
alkaline substance contains inorganic alkaline compounds, organic alkaline compounds or their mixtures. 

3. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 2, wherein the 
inorganic alkaline compounds can be the oxides, hydroxides, weak acid salts or their mixtures of alkali metals 
or alkaline earth metals. 

4. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 2, wherein the 
inorganic alkaline compound is NH 3 , which can be ammonia water, NH 3 gas, a mixture of NH 3 gas and air or 
a mixture of NH 3 gas and nitrogen. 

5. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 2, wherein 
organic alkaline compounds can be amines compounds, pyridine compounds or their mixtures. 

6. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 2, wherein the 
dosage of alkaline material is 0.05 ~ 300% of carrier by weight percentage. 

7. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 3 , wherein in the 
treatment temperature is 50 ~ 500 °C and the treatment duration is 2 ~ 20 hours. 

8. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst stated in Claim 1 , wherein the alkali metals are Li, Na, K 
or Se and alkaline earth metals are Mg or Ca. 

9. According to the preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation stated in Claim 1, wherein 
fluorochemicals is added into the raw material in preparation of step a), and the amount of fluorochemicals is 
0.01 ~ 20% of weight of A1 2 Q 3 as counted by F, followed by kneading, shaping and calcinations. 
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Method for preparing Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation 
Technology field 

The invention refers to a kind of preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation. 

Background techniques 

The use of Ag catalyst in EO industrial production by ethylene epoxidation has been widely applied in industrial 
equipments. High activity and selectivity are the two important properties of Ag catalyst, while performance of 
carrier plays an important role in catalyst activity and selectivity. Ag catalyst is usually prepared by a-Al 2 0 3 as 
carrier, Ag as main active composition and a small addition of assistant catalyst. High active catalyst requires 
large Ag particle specific surface and large enough specific surface of carrier. However, if the specific surface is 
too large, it would bring out the problem of difficulty in heat dissipating of the reaction system, sharply promote 
deep oxidation and reduce the selectivity of product EO. To adjust the relationship between the activity and 
selectivity of catalyst so as to make the catalysts have both high activity and high selectivity at the same time, has 
been a key point of attention and research for a long time. In the present technologies, many patents refer to the 
Ag catalysts and catalyst carriers for EO production. However, although the Ag catalysts and carrier designed 
presently have been improved adequately with relatively high activity and selectivity, given the EO production 
scale, even slight improvements of the activity and selectivity of catalyst would bring very high economic benefit. 
As a result, there is still a demand for developing Ag catalyst with higher activity and selectivity in present 
technologies. 

US4742034 introduces a kind of preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation reaction, wherein 
A1 2 0 3 with rich alkali metal is taken as carrier; alkali metals mainly in the form of fluoride or nitrate and F are 
added into the main body. The catalyst has relatively good selectivity and stability and the selectivity of catalyst 
containing F reaches to 8 1 .2%, which is 2% higher than that of catalyst without F. 

EP716884A 2 introduces a kind of preparative method of Ag catalyst. Alkali metal is pre-soaked into the carrier, 
after heat treatments, it is loaded to the carrier, then the main body soaks Ag, Re, S, alkali metals etc. The aim of 
the pretreatment of carrier is to improve the initial selectivity and the stability of selectivity. With the prepared 
catalyst in this way used in ethylene epoxidation reaction, the selectivity can reach to 82% with long and stable 
selectivity. 

Chinese patent 95196582.4 (CN1168644A) provides a kind of preparative method of catalyst for epoxidation of 
ethylene to EO, wherein inert carrier is soaked into a kind of Ag/amine solution, after calcinations, Cs, Re, S etc 

assistant catalysts are brought in and they are calcinated at 100 °C above in inert gas. Material mixture composed 

of 7% 0 2 (V), 8% C0 2 , 15% C 2 Ht, 70% N 2 goes through catalyst at the air speed of 5500b" 1 , with the reaction 
pressure 21.69R When the eluting concentration of EO is 1.5% (volume), the reaction temperature indicating the 

activity of catalyst activity is 228 ~ 259 °C, with the selectivity of 81 ~ 83.7%. 
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Chinese patent 00119774.6 introduces a kind of preparative method of catalyst carrier. Fluorochemical is added 
into the A1 2 0 3 raw material, after calcinations at high temperature, a-Al 2 0 3 is generated. Then it is kneaded and 
shaped with the additives e.g. pore-making agent, luting agent etc, through the second calcinations at high 
temperature, ct-Al 2 0 3 carrier is made. If Ag catalyst prepared by the carrier is applied in ethylene epoxidation to 
EO has relatively high selectivity; however reaction activity of the catalyst is not high enough. In the condition of 
2.1 MPa reaction pressure and 7000b" 1 air speed, when the EO concentration at the reactor outlet is 1.4 mol%, the 

reaction temperature indicating the activity of catalyst activity is 225 -230 °C. 

The abovementioned catalysts have relatively good selectivity, activity and stability, but reaction activity of the 
catalyst is not high enough. 

Invention content 

The technical problem to be solved in the invention is to overcome the defect of low reaction activity located at 
Ag catalysts prepared by the present documents and to provide a kind of preparative method of Ag catalyst for 
ethylene epoxidation. If the catalyst prepared in this way is applied in ethylene epoxidation reaction for EO 
production, it has the advantages of low reaction temperature and high reaction activity, and at the same time, high 
selectivity of catalyst is kept. 

In order to solve the above technical problems, the following technical plans are adopted in the invention: a kind 
of preparative method of Ag catalyst for ethylene epoxidation includes the following steps by turns: 

a) With a-Al 2 0 3 as carrier, the carrier amount is 60 ~ 94% of catalyst weight. 

b) The carrier is treated by the solution or gas of alkaline substance. The amount of alkaline substance accounts 
for 0.01 ~ 500% by weight percentage of the carrier, with treatment temperature 30 ~ 800 °C and treatment 
duration 1-30 hours. The carrier treated with alkaline substance is washed with water until it becomes neutral, 
drying to obtain carrier of Ag catalyst. 

c) Ag is loaded to the carrier obtained in step b), with the loading amount of Ag accounting for 5 ~ 40% of 
catalyst weight as counted by Ag. 

d) Assistant catalyst is loaded before, during or after the Ag loading, and the assistant catalyst can be one or a 
mixture of which are chosen from S, Re, Mo, W, Ni, alkali metal, and alkali-earth metal. The loading amount of 
assistant is 0.001 - 1% of catalyst weight as counted by element weight. 

In abovementioned technical plans, aluminum hydroxide, transient phase aluminum oxide or mixture of the two 
are used as material in a-Al 2 0 3 carrier preparation. Taking the cost of raw material into consideration, the optimal 
raw material of aluminum oxide is aluminum hydroxide, which can be one of alumina monohydrate, pseudo 
alumina monohydrate, alumina trihydrate or amorphous alhydrogel, or a mixture of two or above kinds of them, 
alumina monohydrate, alumina trihydrate or the mixture of the two are the optimal choices. 

Due to fluoride is favorable for forming A1 2 0 3 into a-Al 2 0 3 crystal in calcinations and remove the unnecessary 
micropores, and selectivity of catalyst is improved as carrier. In the preparation of a-Al 2 0 3 carrier in the invention, 
luting agent, pore-making agent and water are added into the A1 2 0 3 raw material, at the same time, a kind of 
fluorochemical can be addednon-compulsorily and then the mixed material is obtained, 
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wherein the addition amount of fluorochemical is 0.01 ~ 20% of A1 2 0 3 weight as counted by F, the addition 
amount of luting agent is 0.01 ~ 10% of A1 2 0 3 weigh, and the addition amount of pore-making agent is 5 ~ 50% 
of A1 2 0 3 . The fluorochemicals used include alkali metal fluoride, alkaline earth metal fluoride, NH4F, (NH4) HF 2 , 
AIF3 or HF etc, NH 4 F, wherein HF or A1F 3 are the optimal choices. The luting agents include nitric acid, 
alhydrogel, inorganic slime, French chalinoplasty, calcium-silicate, barium-silicate, barium aluminate, cellulose, 
methyl-, ethyl- or carboxyethyl cellulose, methyl stearate or ethyl stearate, waxes, poly-alkylene oxide etc. Proper 
pore-making agent includes carbon-containing material such as coke, carbon powder, graphite; powder plastics 
such as polyethylene, polystyrene, polycarbonate, rosin; cellulose and cellulose series of material; sawdust and 
other plant material such as powder hard shells e.g. carya shell, walnut shell and hazelnut shell etc. 
After the abovementioned mixed material is fully kneaded, it is made into certain shape, the carrier shape can be 

globular, mass, pill, cylinder, rasching, porous cylinder, clover etc. The above shaped carrier is dried at 60-200 °C, 

and through calcinations at high temperature, <x-Al 2 0 3 treated with F or not is acquired. The stated calcination 

temperature is 1000 °C ~ 1700 °C and the optimal range is 1200 °C ~ 1600 °C, and the better range is 1300 °C ~ 

1500 °C. The calcination duration is 0.5 ~ 20 hours, the optimal range is 1 ~ 10 hours, and the better range is 1 ~ 6 
hours. Sometimes, the method for mixing a-Al 2 0 3 powder with different particle size is used to control the pore 
distribution of the carrier. 

After fluoridizing treatment, through calcinations at high temperature, the A1 2 0 3 has sheet-shape crystal structure. 
The width of sheet-shape crystal can be controlled at 0.1-30 urn by selecting proper initial A1 2 0 3 raw material and 
proper addition amount of fluorochemical, wherein the optimal range is 0.5 ~ 10 urn, and the thickness is 0.1 ~ 4 
um, with the optimal range 0.1-2 um. 

The prepared a-Al 2 0 3 carrier (including fluoridizing treatment or without fluoridizing treatment) should be treated 
with alkaline substance. The used alkaline substance includes all the compound which can be prepared into alkalic 
solution and alkalic gases, such as inorganic alkalic compounds, organic alkalic compounds or their mixtures, 
among them, inorganic alkalic compounds can be the oxides of alkali metal or alkaline earth metal, hydroxide, the 
weak acid salts of alkali metal or alkaline earth metal, such as carbonate, acetate, oxalate, carboxylic salt or their 
mixtures, the optimal alkali metals are Li, Na, K or Cs, and the optimal alkaline earth metal is Mg or Ca. The 
inorganic alkalic compounds can be ammonia, which has ammonia water and NH 3 gas two material states. The 
organic alkalic compounds can be amine compounds, pyridine compound or their mixtures, wherein amine 
compounds can be ethanediamine, cholamine, methylamine, ethylamine, amidobenzene or their mixtures, the 
optimal choice is ethanediamine, cholamine or their mixture, and pyridine compounds can be pyridine, and 
trimethyl pyridine etc. The amount of alkaline substance is 0.01 ~ 500% as counted by weight percentage of the 

carrier, and the optimal choice is 0.05 ~ 300%. The treatment temperature is 30 ~ 800 °C, the optimal choice is 50 

~ 500 °C, and the better choice is 80 ~ 400 °C. The treatment duration is 1 ~ 30 hours; the optimal choice is 2 ~ 20 

hours. Normally, the higher the treatment temperature is, the shorter the treatment duration is. 
Alkali treatment may adopt solution or gas of alkaline substance. When it is treated by alkaline substance solution, 
the preparation of solution is to dissolve 0.01 ~ 500% of carrier weight of alkaline substance into water, methanol, 
ethanol, and acetone or chloroform etc solvents as counted by carrier weight percentage, wherein the optimal 
solvent is water or ethanol, to make the prepared solution volume being able to fully soak the carrier at least. The 
volume ratio of solution to carrier can be 0.1 ~ 20: 1, and the optimal choice is 1 ~ 5: 1. 
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The detailed alkaline substance solution can be LiOH aqueous solution, NaOH-methanol solution, KOH aqueous 
solution, CsOH-ethanol solution, ammonia water, Na 2 C0 3 aqueous solution, ethanediamine, cholamine, pyridine 
or trimethyl pyridine etc. When it is treated with gases of alkaline substance, the gases can be NH 3 gas, the 
mixture of NH 3 gas and air or the mixture of NH 3 gas and nitrogen, among them, molar ratio of air (nitrogen): 
NH 3 gas is 0 ~ 10: 1, to make gas passes through the carrier bed layer at a certain speed with treatment duration of 
1 ~ 30 hours. The introduced amount of alkalic gas is 0.01 - 500% as counted by carrier weight percentage. 
The treated carrier is washed for several times by water which may be distilled water or deionized water until the 

eluting liquid after washing is neutral, drying at 80 ~ 200 °C, and then obtaining the Ag catalyst carrier for EO 

production. The carrier acquired through the above method, its specific surface area is usually 0.2 ~ 1.5 m 2 /g, the 
absorption rate is usually 0.2 ~ 0.8 ml/g, and the bulk specific gravity is 0.4 ~ 1 .0 g/ml. 

There are many ways to load Ag to the carrier treated with alkaline substance during the preparation of the 
catalyst in this invention. One way is to soak the carrier with AgN0 3 aqueous solution, and then reduce the Ag+ 
into metal Ag with hydrogen, hydrazinium or methanal; another way is to soak carrier with the ammonia water of 
silver oxalate or silver carbonate, drying and reducing the Ag+ into metal Ag. The optimal method is to soak the 
carrier with the mixture of a certain Ag salt-organic solvent/reductant-water, after that, reducing Ag+ into metal 
Ag through heat treatment. This method can load the metal Ag to the carrier in the form of highly dispersing thin 
particle shape. 

As the mixture of Ag salt-organic solvent/reductant-water, the Ag salt includes inorganic salt and organic salt e.g. 
AgN0 3 , Ag 2 C0 3 , Ag 2 S0 4 , AgCl, silver oxalate, silver acetate, silver lactate, silver succinate, and silver oxyacetate, 
and the optimal choice is silver oxalate. Organic solvent/reductant can not only be used as the solvent for Ag salts, 
but also reduce the ionic Ag into the metal Ag at the circumstance of heating. Organic amines, especially the 
alkanolamine, alkylidene diamine e.g. ethanediamine, propanediamine, cholamine, propanolamine and their 
mixture or the mixture with ammonia amine, can be adopted. Usually, there are two preparative methods for 
Ag-soaking solution, which can be explained through the following two examples. One example is that Ag 2 0 
reacts with the mixture of ethanediamine and oxalic acid to generate a kind of mixture containing silver 
oxalate-ethanediamine as Ag-soaking solution. Be sure to avoid directly putting Ag 2 0 into ethanediamine, 
because the generated Ag-ethanediamine solution is not stable and easy to cause explosion. The other example is 
that AgN0 3 solution and ammonium oxalate aqueous solution are mixed to generate silver oxalate sediment. The 
acquired sediments are washed by water for several times to remove the N0 3 ", then ethanediamine aqueous 
solution is used to dissolve silver oxalate sediment, and the acquired silver oxalate-ethanediamine mixture can be 
used as Ag-soaking solution. 

The carrier is taken out from Ag soaking solution, dried, and conducted with heat treatment. Hot gas goes through 
wet carrier, and removes the organic solvent and water in wet carrier; at the same time, Ag deposits on the carrier 
in the form of metal thin particle. The loading amount of Ag is 5 ~ 40% of catalyst weight, and the optimal choice 
is 10 ~ 20%. The heat-treatment gases can be air, nitrogen, oxygen, hydrogen, C0 2 , steam or their mixture. The 

heat-treatment temperature can be 80 ~ 700 °C, and the optimal choice is 150 ~ 500 °C. The heat-treatment 

duration can be 1 ~ 10 hours, and the optimal choice is 2 ~ 30 minutes. 
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Assistant catalyst can effectively improve the catalyzing performance such as selectivity, activity, stability etc. 
The assistant in the invention is selected from one of S, Re, Al, Wu, Ni, alkali metal, alkaline earth metal or their 
mixture, and the optimal choice is S, Re, alkali metal or their mixture. The loading amount of assistant catalyst is 
0.001 ~ 1% of catalyst weight as counted by the element weight, and the optimal choice is 0.03 ~ 0.1%. Among 
them, alkali metal is the most common assistant catalyst and Cs is the best. The proper alkali metal assistant 
catalyst materials are: nitrate of alkali metal, hydroxide, carbonate, oxalate, carboxylic salt, alkoxide or their 
mixture, the detailed examples are Cs 2 C0 3 , Rubidium Nitrate, KOH, sodium acetate and lithium oxalate. Assistant 
catalyst can be loaded to carrier before, during or after the loading of Ag into carrier. 

The catalyst prepared by this invention is applied in the reaction of ethylene with oxygen molecules to produce 
EO. The adopted technical conditions are similar with those recorded in common documents. The available 

conditions for Ag catalyst in this invention are: the reaction temperature is 150 ~ 300 °C, with the optimal choice 

200 ~ 300 °C; reaction pressure should be 10-40kg/cm 2 , with the optimal choice 15 ~ 30 kg/cm 2 ; the air space rate 
is lOOOOOOOOh" 1 , with the optimal choice is 3000-1 5000h. The composition of raw material gases can be 0.5 ~ 
40% ethylene, 3 ~ 10% oxygen, 5 ~ 30% C0 2 and few inhibitor, the others are inactive gases such as nitrogen, 
NH 3 gas, steam or low-grade hydrocarbon such as CH4 and C 2 H 6 . The inhibitor in raw material gases can adjust 
the reactive performance of catalyst to some extent, usually halide or compound containing nitrogen is adopted, 
wherein the halide can be chloride, bromide, fluoride or iodide such as dichlorethane, chloroethane, ethylene 
bichloride, vinyl chloride, monochlorobenzene and dichlorobenzene, and nitrogenous compound, e.g nitropropan. 
Every million shares volume material gas contains 0.1 ~ 20 shares volume of inhibitor. 

Activity is an important property of Ag catalyst. Activity means the EO concentration at the reactor outlet at the 
fixed circumstances (e.g. temp, pressure, air speed etc). That is to say, the lower a certain temp needed for EO 
concentration, the higher activity the catalyst has; the higher the reaction temperature is, and the lower activity the 
catalyst has. The activity of catalyst is expressed by the degree of temperature. 

The key to this invention is that liquid or gaseous alkaline substance is used to treat a-Al 2 0 3 in certain condition, 
after alkali treatment, alkalic material e.g. cations of alkali metal and alkaline earth metal and anions e.g. OH" etc 
do not stay in carrier, through several times' washing, they are removed from the carrier. The aim of alkali 
treatment is mainly to adjust the carrier surface and inner micropore structure to generate a large number of high 
energy points on carrier surface and greatly improve the reactive performance of a-Al 2 0 3 as Ag catalyst carrier. 
Ag and some assistant agents are loaded to carrier during alkali treatment. The loading amount of AG is 5 ~ 40% 
of catalyst weight, and the assistant can be S, Re, Mo, W, Ni, alkali metals, alkaline earth metals or their mixture. 
The loading amount of assistant is 0.001 ~ 1% of catalyst weight as counted by element weight. Then Ag catalyst 
for ethylene epoxidation is made. 
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The carrier of the Ag catalyst prepared by this invention, through alkali treatment, contains a large number of high 
energy points on its surface and makes the Ag and assistant catalyst loaded on those high energy points appear 
higher reactivity. The catalyst is applied in ethylene epoxidation for EO production, in the situation of fixing EO 
concentration at the reactor outlet, the reaction temperature of catalyst is 10 ~ 20 °C lower than that made by 
present techniques, and the activity of catalyst is improved greatly and high selectivity is kept at the same time. In 
addition, fluorochemical is added in the preparation of a-Al 2 0 3 carrier in this invention, the selectivity of catalyst 
prepared by carrier after fluoridizing treatment is higher than that of catalyst prepared by carrier without fluori 
dizing treatment. As a result, the reactive performances of the whole catalyst are improved and relatively good 
effects are obtained. 

Further explanations are made for this invention through the following examples. 

The detailed implementation mode 

[Example 1] 

1 . Preparation of carrier A 

500g alumina monohydrate powder material is added into kneading machine, and 125g graphite, 3g 
calcium-silicate, 160g water are added and fully kneaded and extruded into rasching with external diameter 8mm, 
inner diameter 4mm and height 6.4mm. It is dried at 120 6 C and calcinated at 1500 °C for 4 hours, and then 
rasching shape a-Al 2 0 3 carrier is acquired. 

lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier is added into KOH aqueous solution (with 0.05g KOH dissolved in 100ml water) and treated 
for lOhours at 300 °C. After cooling, deionized water is used to wash the carrier repeatedly until the eluting liquid 

is neutral, drying at 120 °C. 

2. Preparation of catalyst A: 

59. lg AgN0 3 is weighted and dissolved in 200ml water. In addition, 26.8g ammonium oxalate is taken and 
dissolved in 364ml water. The abovementioned two solutions conduct sedimentary reaction at 40 °C, and the 
acquired silver oxalate sediment is washed with deionized water and filtrated. The filter cake of silver oxalate is 
washed by ethanediamine aqueous solution composed of 32.8ml ethanediamine and 32.8ml water. 0.1 15g Cs 2 C0 3 
and water are added to prepare sitver-ammine solution. Carrier A is excessively soaked into the abovementioned 
silver-ammine solution in vacuum; wet materials are taken out and dried in air. Then it is put into heat decomposer 
and swept by hot air for 8minutes at 260 °C, after that, it is taken out and catalyst A is acquired. Catalyst A 

contains 1 3 .0% Ag as counted by weight and 326ppm Cs. 

3 . The reactive performance test for catalyst A: 

10ml micro-reaction evaluation system is adopted, catalyst is broken into 10 ~ 20 mesh, 10ml is taken out and put 
into the stainless steel reactor with inner diameter of 8mm. The performance test for ethylene epoxidation reaction 
is done in micro reaction evaluation system, the related reaction conditions are as following: 
Raw material molar composition: 

C 2 H 4 : 28% Q 2 : 6.4% CQ 2 : 5% Inhibitor: trace N 2 : the rest 
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Pressure: 2.1 MPa (gauge pressure) 
Air-speed: 7000 h' 1 

EO concentration at outlet: 1 .4 mole % 

The reaction results of catalyst A for ethylene epoxidation are shown in table 1. 

The following applied methods for catalyst performance test in Examples 2 ~ 7 and Comparison Examples 1 ~ 2 
are the same with that in example 1, and the reaction results can be seen in table 1 . 



[Comparison Example 1] 

1 . Preparation of carrier A, 

500g alumina monohydrate powder material is added into kneading machine, and 125g graphite, 3g 
calcium-silicate, 160g water are added and fully kneaded and extruded into rasching with external diameter 8mm, 
inner diameter 4mm and height 6.4mm. It is dried at 120 °C and calcinated at 1500 °C for 4 hours, and then 

rasching shape a-Al 2 0 3 carrier A, is acquired. 

2 . Preparation of catalyst A i 

Do not conduct carrier A, with any alkali treatment, prepare catalyst A, according to the same method stated in 
Example 1, and the difference is the change of Cs amount Catalyst A, contains 13.0% Ag as counted by weight 
and 290ppm Cs. 

[Example 2] 

1 . Preparation of carrier B : 

lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier in example 1 is added into the Na 2 C0 3 aqueous solution (with 50g Na 2 C0 3 dissolved in 
500ml water) and treated at 300 °C for 10 hours. Cooling down, washing the carrier with deionized water until the 

eluting liquid is neutral and drying. 

2 . Preparation of catalyst B 

Catalyst B is prepared according to the method stated in example 1, the differences are that carrier A is replaced 
by carrier B and the amount of Ag and Cs in catalyst is changed. The prepared catalyst B contains 20% Ag as 
counted by weight and 250ppm Cs. 



[Example 3] 

1 . Preparation of carrier C 

900g alumina monohydrate powder material is added into kneading machine, and 225g graphite, 4.5g 
calcium-silicate, 0.5g ammonium fluoride and 290g water are added and fully kneaded and extruded into rasching 
with external diameter 8mm, inner diameter 4mm and height 6.4mm. It is dried at 120 °C and calcinated at 1400 

°C for 4 hours, and then rasching shape a-Al 2 Q 3 carrier is acquired. 
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lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier is added into KOH aqueous solution (with lOg CsOH dissolved in 500ml water) and treated 
for 2hours at 500 °C. After cooling, deionized water is used to wash the carrier repeatedly until the eluting liquid 

is neutral, drying at 120 °C. 
2 . Preparation of catalyst C 

59. lg AgN0 3 is weighted and dissolved in 200ml water. In addition, 26.8g ammonium oxalate is taken and 
dissolved in 364ml water. The abovementioned two solutions conduct sedimentary reaction at 40 °C, and the 
acquired silver oxalate sediment is washed with deionized water and filtrated. The filter cake of silver oxalate is 
washed by ethanediamine aqueous solution composed of 32.8ml ethanediamine and 32.8ml water. 1.5ml 

0. 0627./ml perrhenic acid solution, 0.0495g (NHO2SO4, 0.143g Cs 2 C0 3 and water are added together to prepare 
silver-ammine solution. Carrier C is excessively soaked into the abovementioned silver-ammine solution in 
vacuum; wet materials are taken out and dried in air. Then it is put into heat decomposer and swept by hot air for 8 
minutes at 260 °C, after that, it is taken out and catalyst C is acquired. Catalyst C contains 13.0% Ag as counted 
by weight, 243ppm Re, and 41.7ppm S and 405ppm Cs. 

[Comparison Example 2] 

1 . Preparation of carrier C i 

900g alumina monohydrate powder material is added into kneading machine, and 225g graphite, 4.5g 
calcium-silicate, 0.5g ammonium fluoride and 290g water are added and fully kneaded and extruded into rasching 
with external diameter 8mm, inner diameter 4mm and height 6.4mm. It is dried at 120 °C and calcinated at 1400 

°C for 4 hours, and then Rasching shape a-Al 2 0 3 carrier Ci is acquired. 

2. Preparation of catalyst Ci 

Do not conduct carrier C, with any alkali treatment, prepare catalyst C, according to the same method stated in 
Example 3, and the difference is the change of Re, S, Cs amount. Catalyst C, contains 13.0% Ag as counted by 
weight and 215ppm Re, 50.0ppm S and 445ppm Cs. 

[Example 4] 

1 . Preparation of carrier D 

lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier in example 3 is added into 200ml 25% ammonia water and treated at 50 °C for 25 hours. 
Cooling down, washing the carrier with deionized water until the eluting liquid is neutral and drying at 120 °C. 

2 . Preparation of catalyst D 

Catalyst D is prepared according to the method stated in example 3, the differences are that carrier C is replaced 
by carrier D and the amount of Ag, Re, S and Cs in catalyst is changed. The prepared catalyst D contains 15.0% 
Ag as counted by weight and 306ppm Re, 81ppm S and 600ppm Cs. 
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[Example 5] 

1 . Preparation of carrier E 

400g alumina monohydrate powder material and 200g alumina trihydrate are added into kneading machine, and 
90g graphite, 3g calcium-silicate, 6g ammonium fluoride and 190g water are added and fully kneaded and 
extruded into rasching with external diameter of 8mm, inner diameter of 4mm and height of 6.4mm. It is dried at 
100 °C and calcinated at 1460 °C for 4 hours, and then rasching shape a-Al 2 0 3 carrier is acquired. 
lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier is added into 300g ethanediamine and treated for 20hours at 100 °C. After cooling, deionized 
water is used to wash the carrier repeatedly until the eluting liquid is neutral, drying at 1 50 °C. 

2 . Preparation of catalyst E 

Catalyst E is prepared according to the method stated in example 3, the differences are that carrier E is replaced by 
carrier C, ammonium sulfate is replaced by ammonium molybdate, and the amount of Ag, Re and Cs in catalyst is 
changed. The prepared catalyst E contains 10.0% Ag as counted by weight and 280ppm Re, 65ppm Mo and 
283ppm Cs. 

[Example 6] 

1 . Preparation of carrier F 

600g alumina monohydrate powder material and 600g alumina trihydrate are added into kneading machine, and 
300g graphite, 6g calcium-silicate, 24g ammonium fluoride and 380g water are added and fully kneaded and 
extruded into rasching with external diameter 8mm, inner diameter 4mm and height 6.4mm. It is dried at 120 °C 
and calcinated at 1460 °C for 4 hours, and then Rasching shape a-Al 2 0 3 carrier is acquired. 

Takes lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier, and introduces the mixed gas of NH 3 gas and air at 200 °C, the (molar) ratio of air to 
NH 3 gas is 5: 1, and air speed is 18 1/h for 10 hours. After cooling, distilled water is used to wash the carrier 
repeatedly until the eluting liquid is neutral, drying at 1 50 °C. 

2 . Preparation of Catalyst F 

59.1g AgN0 3 is dissolved in 200ml water. In addition, 26.8g ammonium oxalate is dissolved in 364ml water. The 
abovementioned two solutions conduct sedimentary reaction at 40 °C, and the acquired silver oxalate sediment is 
washed with deionized water and filtrated. The filter cake of silver oxalate is washed by ethanediamine aqueous 
solution composed of 32.8ml ethanediamine and 32.8ml water. 1.8ml 0.0627g/ml perrhenic acid solution, 0.180g 
tungstic acid, 0.1 85g Cs 2 C0 3 and water are added together to prepare silver-ammine solution. lOOg carrier F is 
excessively soaked into the abovementioned silver-ammine solution in vacuum; wet materials are taken out and 
dried in air. Then it is put into heat decomposer and swept by hot air for Sminutes at 260 °C. After that, it is taken 
out and treated for 4 hours in the atmosphere of hydrogen, then catalyst F is acquired. Catalyst F contains 13.0% 
Ag as counted by weight, 291ppm Re, and 460ppm Wo and 525ppm Cs. 
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[Example 7] 

1 . Preparation of carrier G 

lOOg a-Al 2 0 3 carrier in example 5 is added into 200g pyridine and treated at 400 °C for 5 hours. Cooling down, 

washing the carrier with distilled water until the eluting liquid is neutral and drying at 150 °C. 

2 . Preparation of catalyst G 

Catalyst G is prepared according to the method stated in example 6, the differences are that carrier F is replaced 
by carrier G, tungstic acid is replaced by ammonium molybdate and ammonium sulfate, and the amount of Ag, Re, 
and Cs in catalyst are changed. The prepared catalyst G contains 14.0% Ag as counted by weight and 410ppm Re, 
92.0ppm Mo, 32.0ppm S and 700ppm Cs. 



Table 1 The reaction results of catalysts for ethylene epoxidation 





Catalyst 


Selectivity % 


Reaction temperature °C 


Example 1 


A 


82.3 


215 


Comparison 1 


A, 


82.3 


225 


Example 2 


B 


86.4 


216 


Example 3 


C 


86.3 


221 


Comparison 2 


c, 


86.1 


235 


Example 4 


D 


86.2 


225 


Example 5 


E 


86.3 


218 


Example 6 


F 


86.1 


215 


Example 7 


G 


86.2 


223 
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US4742034 ^^T-t^TO^WTOJIMS, ttft 

*»ftFW«#ttff«jett. *«C«ft*Jft#Htifc» 81.2%. lt^mft#JjftffttllA 2 

EP7168B4A2^fflT-Stt«#-Hi*aiW#5bri*. £*M*4»3B*«*fcfe«, ft 

82%, #AWH^tt&ft&!H£. 

*B^5pJ 95196582.4 (CN1168644A) »«T-*l'ffl : 5 s Z.«*lfli^35F*tZ,JK«flMfc*J 
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n%}mmmumwmm-gfttt:iir% 0.01-500%, utmus. 3o-8oo°c, sttmnm 1-30 
cyteb^mmttm^fam®:, mm^m&^^mitmmmm s~4o% ; 
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MAiW^MW^tb^ 0.01 -500% o 

^8o-2oo-ct^, ap^?ij^j <fc JF^z.^fi«i««i4fc*jtR<* . mfti&xmnm 
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jk&$t&mmm, mum a, &m*tt"£ i3.o%w«, 29op P mftffeo 
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M 59.1 ^S?®^ 200 $^7K+o 26.8 £«rF 364 »Mc+. ±*fepf 

ft 32.8 mftZ.-%i%\ 32.8 ^^WZ.-JK7K^F^A?o inA^^^ 0.0627 £/^7Hft^f* 
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600ppm Wffeo 



10 



02112439. 6 



& m 45 HI9/103X 
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ftjtfc, 92.0ppm#j4S, 32.0ppm 700ppm fttffe,, 











1 


A 


82.3 


215 




A, 


82.3 


225 




B 


86.4 


216 


3 


C 


86.3 
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